Potter Township Municipal Building
206 Mowry Road
Monaca, PA 15061
Township Office Hours

MAKING A CLEAN CONNECTION
With the coming of spring – after a long and ferocious winter – we mark a year since the start
of our global pandemic and note how local government has been virtually remade in the
process. Only a year ago, Potter opened a brand new space in our municipal meeting area with
fresh technology to enable video presentations, never imagining that nearly every meeting in
2020 would be an online meeting. Or that we would see some of our neighbors more often in
cyber space than in person. Or that, by 2021, we still be so dependent on the internet for our
community connections!
Surveying our cyber landscape
In 2021, the hard realities of living in a virtual world hit especially close to our real homes for
those who have an unstable or non-existent internet connection. Families worked hard to
provide a continuous and healthy education for their students when public and private schools
stopped offering in-person instruction. Many of us got acquainted with our healthcare provider
over the internet or ended up creating a home “office” at the kitchen table when our
workplace closed its doors to protect employees. And it didn’t work well for everyone in our
rural township. So, we’re asking “How is it working for YOU?” Potter has been in touch with
county, state and federal agencies and legislators regarding the build-out of broadband in our
communities; we’re looking for ways to better connect residents and businesses to the cyber
lifelines they need. Please complete the survey enclosed with this newsletter and return it to
our office OR fill out the online version at our website and on Facebook. (Please note: a
federal program is available NOW for households on free/reduced lunch program or other
income-eligible to receive help with broadband and computer needs.)

Monday—Thursday: 10 am—4 pm
Friday: CLOSED
Municipal Office
724-495-6220
Fax
724-495-3222
Email
linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net
Secretary/Treasurer
Linda McCoy
Road Department
Justin Cwynar
Zoning Officer
Justin Cwynar
Website
www.pottertwp-pa.gov
Facebook
Potter Twp Beavercountypa
Emergency
911
Police—non-emergency
Fire—non-emergency
Animal Control

724-774-0271
724-495-3364
724-775-5801

Schools
Central Valley School District
Central Valley Office
Central Valley High School
Central Valley Middle School
Todd Lane Elementary
Center Grange Primary School
Latch Key Program

724-775-5600
724-775-4300
724-775-8200
724-775-1050
724-775-8201
724-774-7020

Utilities
Duquesne Light Co.
412-393-7100
Peoples Natural Gas
800-764-0111
Center Township Water Authority 724-774-7960
Municipal Water Auth of Aliquippa 724-375-5525
J. Young Refuse
724-495-6199
Real Estate Tax Collector
Victoria Leininger
412-759-9184
taxcollector@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net

Making Potter even more beautiful
While we do not plan to hold an in-person cleanup event this year, we invite every resident to
take part in the Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Pick Up Pennsylvania, March 1st through May
31st. You are invited to clean up our roadside litter and let us know that you plan to leave
bagged trash on the roadside for us to pick up and dispose of. Ask at the township office for a
safety vest and protective gloves. We appreciate your care for our beautiful township and
thank you for making our community better!

Work Sessions:
1st Wednesday
3rd/5thWednesday—if needed

6pm
6pm

We hope you enjoy a beautiful and hopeful spring and a very successful 2021! Thank you for
allowing us to serve you,

Regular Meetings:
2nd Wednesday
4th Wednesday—if needed

6pm
6pm

Rebecca and Al

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Rebecca Matsco, Chair
Earl “Butch” Shamp
Al Cwynar

PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meetings—if needed:
Thursdays

7pm

POTTER TOWNSHIP HAS A NEW SOLICITOR
Please welcome Attorney Garen R. Fedeles to Potter
Township.
Garen serves as Solicitor for multiple
municipal entities in Beaver County and is eager to begin
serving as Solicitor for Potter Township and working with
the Board of Supervisors.
Garen is part of the legal team at Santicola, Steele &
Fedeles, P.C. in Beaver and is a member of the

Potter Township Welcomes
New Zoning Officer

Pennsylavnia Bar
Associaiton
and
Beaver
County Bar Association.
Stop in at one of the monthly
business meetings held on
the second Wednesday of
each month at 6pm and meet
Garen.

Please keep in mind the Township’s Lot and Yard
Requirements below when planning your structure.

Potter Township has appointed
JUSTIN CWYNAR as the Zoning
Officer for Potter after the
reitrement of David Hagen.
Justin has been working with
the office to facilitate a smooth
transistion.

THINK SPRING!!
It’s the time when you start thinking about, or
planning for, that new structure you’ve been wanting.
You can find building and zoning applications on
Potter Township’s Website under the ‘Resources’
menu. Just print the application form, fill it out with
the information you know, and provide it to the
Township office for review.
POTTER TOWNSHIP CODES & ZONING ORDINANCES CAN BE FOUND ONLINE:
http://www.ecode360.com/PO2079—THE ONLINE CODE IS FULLY SEARCHABLE!

PLEASE RESPECT WALKERS
When driving down Township roads, please be mindful of people walking along the
roads. Slow down and move over when passing by walkers. Many residents in our
Township, young and old, walk pets, walk for exercise or walk just for fun! Please be
considerate while driving in the Township.

MUNICIPAL PRIMARY

Tuesday — May 18, 2021
Potter Township Municipal Building
Polling Hours
7 am — 8 pm

POTTER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS
Vicki Carlton - Chief

Lois Podnar - Treasurer

James Gabel - Asst. Chief/Pres.

Ray Maylone - V.P./Trustee

Sue Nash - Captain/Secretary

247 W. Mowry Road

Fax: 724-709-7074

Monaca, PA 15061

Email:

Phone: 724-495-3364

PotterTwpVFD@yahoo.com

With warmer weather and longer days approaching, people are emerging from their cocoons to focus on long neglected projects like
spring cleaning, home repairs and yard work. Many are also lacing up their shoes for their first walk or jog of the season The members
of the Potter Township VFD would like to offer some tips to help ensure our
friends and neighbors stay safe and healthy this Spring and Summer.
CLEANING SAFETY
 Household and pool chemicals, paints and poisons should be property
marked and stored under lock and key, away from children’s reach.
Dispose of any that are leaking, expired or that look bad.
 When cleaning up hazardous chemicals, wear rubber gloves and follow
safety directions. Never mix chemicals. Never put chemicals in the trash or pour them down the drain. If you don’t know how to
dispose of them, seek outside advice.
 Make sure gasoline and cleaning fluids are well marked and stored in a cool, dry space away from the house, and out of reach from
children and pets. Use only approved containers for gasoline storage.
 Check your BBQ grill for leaks and cracks and be sure to store propane tanks away from your house and garage.
 Remove all fire hazards, including stacks of rags, newspapers and magazines. Pay special attention to the spaces around your furnace,
hot water tank, fireplace, space heaters and dryer, as well as under the stairs.
LADDER SAFETY
 Read the manufacturer’s instructions and guidelines for weight and height limits, and proper use of your ladder.
 Inspect the ladder before using it for loose or broken rungs.
 Avoid using a metal ladder near electrical sources.
Please stay safe and have a wonderful Spring!
 Face the ladder when climbing and descending.
 Maintain three points of contact with the ladder while climbing. Half of all ladder related accidents were due to individuals carrying
items as they climb.

POTTER TWP VFD

NIGHT AT THE RACES

Fund Raising News…

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 2021
RACCOON VFD FIRE HALL
4061 Patterson Rd—Raccoon Twp.
We were delayed due to the pandemic. We thank you for your patience. All tickets previously
purchased will be honored at the door. We have tickets for sale also.

$30 per ticket: Includes naming of a horse AND:
Buffet Dinner
Beer, Soft Drinks and Snacks
CASH BAR
THROUGHOUT THE EVENING:
Chinese Auction
50/50 Raffle
Questions—Please call or text:
724-312-2421 Carrie Maylone / 412-974-3754 Sue Nash / 724-407-3304 Lois Podnar

Speaking of spring cleaning…
The Fire Department is currently undergoing
a much needed face lift. Hard to imagine
we’ve been in the building more than 15
years. So far lots of painting and a new floor
has been installed in the meeting hall,
kitchen and bathrooms.

The Fire Department members recently
participated in a CPR/AED/1st Aid renewal class
with some neighboring departments.
We
constantly have trainings to stay updated so we
can provide the most efficient and effective fire
protection for our community. And as always, we
are looking for new members! Come on down
Tuesday nights!

The March Raffle Ticket sold out this year. The
winning ticket was sold to M. Hill of Center Twp.
and was sold by Alison Anderson. We will begin
selling a new Summer Fun Food Basket Ticket April
1st, with the ticket going off on June 8th.
May 1st will be the first Potter Township Craft Show
sponsored by ‘Stinkin Cute Trees’, at the Fire Station
from 9am—4pm. The Department will be having a
Chinese Auction & selling food and drinks. Come
check it out! If you are crafty and would like to
participate, call Lynn Davidson @ 724-601-0717.

There are even more cosmetic fixes that are
going to happen to the exterior.

The Bourbon & BBQ fund raiser is unfortunately still
on the back burner, but as soon as we get the okay,
we’ll set the date and keep you posted!

WALKING WITH WOODCOCKS AT ROCKY BEND
This spring, Rocky Bend Nature Preserve will likely feature
the American Woodcock, a unique and wonderful bird
species, much loved in North America for its interesting ways.
Because of where it lives, its oddball looks, and its various
behaviors, the American woodcock has earned a host of folk
names including timberdoodle, night partridge, big-eye,
bogsucker, and mudbat. The most commonly used name,
woodcock, reflects the bird’s preference for wooded areas.
Seek out woodland openings in early spring to watch
the acrobatic mating flights of male woodcock and to listen to
the beautiful sounds they emit during their display flights and
their intriguing ground calls. Some folks hunt woodcock in
autumn, following flushing and pointing dogs while
participating in a centuries-old North American tradition.
Woodcock migrate back and forth between northern breeding
areas and southern wintering grounds. In spring and summer,
they breed in the North, from Atlantic Canada west to the
Great Lakes area. In autumn they fly to lowlands from the
Carolinas west to eastern Texas, with the greatest
concentration of birds wintering in Louisiana and Mississippi.
Woodcock migrate north again in February, March, and April,
homing to the same areas where they were hatched.
In the spring, males establish individual territories known
as singing grounds: clearings in brushlands and young forest.
Log landings, pasture edges, old fields, and the edges of
woods roads and country lanes are prime sites. Singing
grounds vary in size, but a quarter acre seems to be

adequate. After claiming a singing ground, a male may drive
off other males by flying at them while cackling loudly.
A hen usually nests within 150 yards of the singing ground
where she mated. Favored nesting habitats include brushy
woods near water, lightly wooded hillsides above moist
bottomlands, old fields with low ground cover, and shrub
thickets. Hens start nesting in March, making woodcock
perhaps the earliest nesters of all ground-nesting birds in
North America. The nest is a slight depression on the ground
in dead leaves. The eggs hatch from early April into mid-June.
Over the last 50 years, the
woodcock's population has
fallen.
Dogs,
cats,
skunks,
opossums,
raccoons,
foxes,
ravens,
crows,
and
snakes
are
among
the predators that may
catch and eat hens or eat
the eggs. From March to June,
restraining your pet while at Rocky Bend will help preserve
nesting areas – thank you!
Rebecca Matsco

This article was adapted from timberdoodle.org, where
lots more information is available!

Potter Township Municipal Office
206 Mowry Road
Monaca, PA 15061
Phone: 724-495-6220
Fax:
724-495-3222
Email: linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net

POTTER TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS
Rebecca Matsco

Earl ‘Butch’ Shamp

Al Cwynar

Work Sessions — 1st Wednesday of each month — 6 PM
Regular Board Meetings — 2nd Wednesday of each month — 6 PM
_________________________________________

PLANNING COMMISSION
Lauren Patton

Lenny Miller

Mark Summerville

Philip Floyd
Tom Ruff

(Alternates - George Barnes and Ed Kolis)
Regular Meetings — 3rd Thursday of each month
7 PM (as needed)

_________________________________________

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building
206 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061
ALL TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND!

