
Potter Township Municipal Building 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

 

Township Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday:    10 am—4 pm 

Friday:    CLOSED 

 

Municipal Office  724-495-6220 

Fax   724-495-3222 

Email         linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

Secretary/Treasurer                         Linda McCoy 

Road Department                   Justin Cwynar 

Zoning Officer                   David Hagen 

Website       www.pottertwp-pa.gov 

Facebook                Potter Twp Beavercountypa 

  

Emergency  911 

Police—non-emergency   724-774-0271 

Fire—non-emergency  724-495-3364 

Animal Control  724-775-5801 

 

Schools 

Central Valley School District 

Central Valley Office  724-775-5600 

Central Valley High School 724-775-4300 

Central Valley Middle School 724-775-8200 

Todd Lane Elementary  724-775-1050 

Center Grange Primary School 724-775-8201 

Latch Key Program  724-774-7020 

 

Utilities 

Duquesne Light Co.                  412-393-7100 

Peoples Natural Gas                  800-764-0111 

Center Township Water Authority 724-774-7960 

Municipal Water Auth of Aliquippa 724-375-5525 

J. Young Refuse  724-495-6199 

 

Real Estate Tax Collector  

Victoria Leininger  412-759-9184 

taxcollector@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Rebecca Matsco, Chair 

Earl “Butch” Shamp 

Al Cwynar 

 

Work Sessions:  

1st Wednesday  6pm 

3rd/5thWednesday—if needed 6pm 

 

Regular Meetings:  

2nd Wednesday  6pm 

4th Wednesday—if needed 6pm  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Regular Meetings—if needed: 

Thursdays   7pm 

WHAT A MONTH! 

Did you know…?  September is Trails Month!  It’s also Mental Health Awareness Month! 

And Census Month, among many other designations (Potatoes! Square Dancing!).  

Interestingly, the COVID-19 pandemic has brought trails and all kinds of heath awareness 

to the forefront for Potter Township.  Over the course of the virus, Rocky Bend Nature 

Preserve became a hot new destination for visitors from as near as down the road and as 

far as neighboring counties and states.  Families, couples, fishermen and kayakers, hikers 

and birders descended on our peaceful Raccoon Creek valley to enjoy the beauty and 

respite of nature, get inspired and restored, and find plenty of social distance. 

The sharp increase in visitor traffic has brought expected and unexpected impacts – while 

we have gained friends for Rocky Bend we also have found it necessary to address rude 

and illegal behaviors, such as damage to public areas and prohibited camping.  With the 

aid of CARES Act funding and the cooperation of Independence Conservancy, Center 

Township Police Dept and the PA Game Commission, Potter Township recently hired our 

first-ever Park Ranger to help keep the Nature Preserve safe for visitors and local 

residents alike.  We are proud to introduce Heidi Krigar to Rocky Bend! 

Heidi holds a degree in Parks Management and has extensive experience with the Beaver 

County Conservation District, where she worked with West 

Nile Virus Mosquito Control programs and developed 

educational initiatives for park visitors.    A Butler County 

resident, Heidi enjoys the outdoors by horseback and 

considers bird hunting with her dog a highlight of the year.  

She will spend 24-30 hours each week interacting with the 

public, answering practical questions and offering a history 

or environmental lesson as opportunity arises.  She plans 

to assist with park maintenance, map key visitor 

information and, when weather keeps visitors away, she 

will spend time developing educational and maintenance 

programs for future use.  Her position is temporary, 

through the end of 2020. 

We’re excited to welcome Heidi to Potter Township – stop by Rocky Bend and introduce 

yourself! 

Thank you for letting us serve you,  

Rebecca, Butch and Al 



Nature Nasties: Why Knotweed is Not Good 

No doubt you‘ve seen that tall, lush, bamboo-looking plant that seems to line every 

creek bank, fill every roadside ditch or crowd every abandoned place in western 

Pennsylvania. Chances are, you‘re looking at Japanese knotweed. Japanese 

knotweed is considered a noxious weed and an invasive plant by the PA 

Department of Agriculture.  

What is an invasive plant and why is it bad? An invasive plant species like 

Japanese knotweed is one that evolved elsewhere, in this case Asia, was brought here deliberately and/or by 

accident, and grew out of control without its homeland competitors and predators to keep it in check. Once an 

area is overtaken by an invasive, the plants that do belong – the native plants – cannot compete and slowly 

die out. This upsets nature‘s balance, depriving wildlife on land and water of food and shelter.  

Japanese knotweed seeds – which are forming now on pale yellow sprays of flowers – float downstream and 

start new patches along waterways. Dense tangles of knotweed are nearly impossible to walk through, but do 

not hold the soil on a stream bank, leading to erosion and smothering macroinvertebrates, the tiny animals 

that fish eat.  

What can you do about Japanese knotweed? First, learn to identify it. If you have it on your property, control 

it. Penn State Extension has guidance on what to do: https://extension.psu.edu/japanese-knotweed. Share 

your knowledge and work together with your neighbors. Knotweed doesn‘t respect property lines. 

Some people say nothing can be done to control Japanese knotweed. This isn‘t true. Patience, persistence 

and an educated approach will work in the long run. If you don‘t want to spray the leaves, try this method. 

Wait until June or July when the canes are very high. Cut the canes off about a foot tall, just below a bulging 

joint segment. Prepare a one or two-gallon pump-type hand sprayer tank with a solution of half water and half 

glyphosate concentrate (Roundup). Pump the sprayer up and carefully fill the hollow center of each stem with 

the solution (see photo). The solution will make its way into the underground rhizomes of the knotweed clump 

and kill it. You can also do this treatment now, in the fall, but be sure to bag and dispose of all the flowers and 

seeds. Use an agricultural dye to help you see which stems you have treated. Glyphosate does not persist in 

the soil, and is safe if used as directed on the label. Good luck! 

 In this case, green is not good: 

Japanese knotweed (circled in 

orange) lines both sides of 

Raccoon Creek, choking out plants 

that belong in the landscape, 

leading to shoreline erosion, 

muddy water, and loss of food and 

cover for wildlife. 

 

Knotweed knock-out: knotweed plants 

shown one month after cutting down the 

canes and filling the hollow stems with a 

blue-dyed solution of 50% water and 50% 

glyphosate concentrate. Rainfall doesn’t 

interfere with this technique. This patch of 

knotweed is trouble no more. 

https://extension.psu.edu/japanese-knotweed


VACANCY – TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR 

Local governments have need of legal expertise in correctly 

applying local, state and national laws for the protection and 

benefit of the community. Such expertise is also necessary 

to ensure that the township is appropriately defended for 

decisions made and actions taken, as well as to verify that all 

lawful obligations and contracts for service are entered into 

properly. 

The Township Solicitor job is one of the most important 

positions in a township. They represent the township in all 

legal matters; advise the Board of Supervisors, draft all 

necessary legal documents and contracts, ensure all 

contracts are implemented correctly, communicate with 

clients and opposing solicitors, provide the Board of 

Supervisors and township staff with an opinion on questions 

of law, maintain records of all legal actions and lawsuits, 

proceedings and matters which relate to the township’s 

interest. 

It is with great regret that we announce the sudden 

resignation of Michael Jones as Potter Township Solicitor in 

August. For twenty years Mike has competently served 

Potter Township and the Board of Supervisors with sound 

legal advice and a true concern for the welfare of our 

community. We are particularly grateful for his assistance in 

navigating the Shell Cracker Plant project and ensuring that 

proper steps were taken to secure Potter’s future. 

Unfortunately, due to unmitigated circumstances, Mike and 

his partners felt it to be in the best interest of both himself 

and his law firm to cease representation for Potter 

Township. It will be a daunting endeavor for the Board to fill 

this vacancy with another solicitor of equal expertise and 

proficiency. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Mike for his many 

years of dedicated, professional service to Potter Township 

and to wish him the best of everything in the future.  

Butch Shamp 

Recently—Potter’s own Bill Winkle participated in the 

HONOR GUARD TRAINING for 

Chapter 862 of the Vietnam 

Veterans of America at the 

Townhsip Municipal Building. 

 
POTTER TOWNSHIP DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Oct 4  2pm—4pm—Walk in Penn’s Woods 
Oct 5  Township 2020 Paving Program begins 
Oct 7  6:00 pm Regular & Budget Work Session 
Oct 12  Municipal Office Closed—Columbus Day 
Oct 14  6:00 pm BOARD MEETING  
Oct 21  6:00 pm Budget Work Session 
Oct 28   6:00 pm Budget Work Session  
Oct 31  5:00 pm—7:00 pm—Trick or Treat 
Nov 3  7:00 am—8:00 pm—Election Day 
Nov 4  6:00 pm Work Session 
Nov 11  Municipal Office Closed—Veterans Day 
Nov 11  6:00 pm BOARD MEETING  
Nov 17  Fire Department Food Basket Ticket 
Nov 26  Municipal Office Closed—Thanksgiving 
Dec 2  6:00 pm Work Session  
Dec 9  BOARD MEETING 
Dec 28-31  6:00 pm Municipal Office Closed—Holidays  
 

SAVVY CITIZEN         SavvyCitizenApp.com  

 

 

To receive real time updates of what is occurring in Potter 

Township, download the free Savvy Citizen App. If you do not want 

the app, you can sign up for text or email notifications. The app will 

display both emergency notifications and community events. 

FOR APP USERS —- Download the ―Savvy Citizen” app from 

the App Store or Google play. Open the app and put in the 

requested information if you would like to create an account OR skip 

all steps until it asks for your zip code. Type in 15061 and select 

Potter.  Complete the setup by choosing if you want information 

from surrounding communities (check mark the communities you 

want to receive information from). When asked about Push 

Notifications, click ALLOW to receive notifications. 

FOR TEXT OR EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS —- Go to the Savvy 

Citizen website. Click “sign up” to create an account. Put in your zip 

code (15061) and select Potter. Then, as prompted, type in your cell 

phone number for text notifications and/or your email address for 

email notifications. 



The Rec Board would like to thank everyone who came out and 

enjoyed the music, ice cream & fireworks event in August!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to Carl Farrow for letting the Township use his 

field for the fireworks and to the Potter Twp Vol Fire Dept                   

for standing by during the event! 



POTTER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

Vicki Carlton - Chief 

James Gabel - Asst. Chief/Pres. 

Sue Nash - Captain/Secretary 

Lois Podnar - Treasurer 

Ray Maylone - V.P./Trustee 

 

247 W. Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

Phone: 724-495-3364 

Fax: 724-709-7074 

Email:  

PotterTwpVFD@yahoo.com 

HOLIDAY FOOD BASKET TICKETS are now available at the following locations: 

 Henry Lee’s Deli (ticket sponsor) 

 The Potter Township municipal building 

 Fire Department members 

Or—Call 724-495-3364 (leave your name, address & phone 

number & the Department will get tickets to you) 

 

 

 

For the November 3rd Election—the Fire Department will be having a pre-order only  SOUP SALE.  

Pick up will be at the fire station from 7am—7pm.   

SOUP CHOICES: Chicken Noodle / Cheesy Potato Bacon / Beef Vegetable 

QUARTS - $7.00 PINTS - $4.00 

Please call or text Sue @ 412-974-3754 or Lois @ 724-407-3304 and leave a message & return phone number 

so we can confirm your order. THANK YOU  

The annual MIDWAY REUNION CAR CRUISE was held 

Saturday, September 5th at Raccoon VFD Fair Grounds.  Over 

200 cars were on display throughout the day.  The Potter and 

Raccoon Fire Departments provided the food including the big 

and delicious ‘Midway Wings’!  The weather was beautiful and 

everyone had a good time!  Can’t wait for next year’s cruise! 

It’s getting to be BONFIRE SEASON!   

Please be aware of weather conditions (drought, wind, etc.)   

We want everyone to be safe and enjoy the outdoors! 



 ZONING REMINDERS for POTTER TWP RESIDENTS 
 
First of all, thanks so much to so many of you for your compliance and responses to my 
information requests that I published in the Summer Newsletter. Your responses were greatly 
appreciated—especially for the receipts for your most recent septic clean out.  But, there are 
more of you that I need to hear from. The response is not yet 100% on the septic clean outs. 
Remember this is required by Potter Township Ordinance 159-23 which states: 

 
'All septage originating within the Township shall be disposed of in accordance with the requirements 
of the Pennsylvania Solid Waste Management Act (Act 97 of 1980, 35 P.S. § 6018.101 et seq.) and all 
other applicable laws and at sites or facilities approved by DEP.' 
 
It's not just us – it's a State mandate & we want to be in compliance… So, please provide your response or 
proof of compliance to the Township as soon as you can. 
 
Also, a reminder to complete the RESIDENTIAL RENTERS ANNUAL REPORT FORM which is available on 
the Potter Twp website under the ‗Resources‘ tab.  PLEASE TAKE SPECIAL NOTICE: Potter Township has 
adopted an ordinance, identified on our Website in eCode as ―Chapter 153: Rental Occupancy Reports‖. This 
chapter provides for a reporting procedure of residential rental units, and penalties for failure to so report.  
If you are currently living in a dwelling that you don't own, and whether it is owned by a third party or a relative, 
(and whether you pay rent or not) this Ordinance still applies to you. Please fill out this form and mail or drop 
off at the Municipal Office at 206 W Mowry RD...ASAP...thanks! 
Having read this...if you are not an owner, ALSO, please notify your landlord or relative of this requirement. 
If you are an owner of a rental property, it is your responsibility to provide the annual reporting. Please fill out 
this form and mail or drop off at the Municipal Office at 206 W Mowry RD...ASAP...thanks! 
  

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call the Township office 724-495-6620. 
 

- David Hagen, Zoning Enforcement Officer - 

More hunters afield on Sundays in 2020 

State Game Warden Matt Kramer 

   The Pennsylvania Game Commission has 

expanded hunting opportunities for the 2020-

2021 hunting seasons in the Commonwealth.  

There will be Sunday hunting opportunities on 

three days – Sunday, Nov. 15 for archery deer 

hunting, Sunday, Nov. 22 for bear hunting during 

the bear firearms season, and Sunday, Nov. 29 

for deer hunting during the firearms deer 

season.  For those accustomed to not seeing 

hunters in the woods on Sunday, this will be a 

change from past practice.  Hikers, bird 

watchers, and ATV riders are all encouraged to 

wear some type of fluorescent orange attire 

when heading into the woods in the fall.  This 

color helps hunters identify and 

locate those who also use the woods 

of Pennsylvania for other types of 

recreation. 

REAL ESTATE TAX COLLECTOR NEWS 

Paying your Township RE Taxes: 

Payments can be mailed to: 
Victoria M. Leininger, CPTC – Real Estate Tax Collector 

105 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061 
(Please mail real estate bill with self-addressed stamped 

envelope if you desire a dated receipt) 

In person at the Municipal Building during the 
Discount Period: 

Hours at the Potter Township Municipal Building are 
stated on the RE Tax bill during the taxing Discount 

Periods. 

Appointments: 
Please call 412-759-9184 for an appointment or if you 

have any questions.  (Please leave your name and phone 
number along with a message and the RE Tax Collector 

will get back to you ASAP!) 
 

REMINDER: 
The Real Estate Tax Collector does not collect taxes 
at her residence.  No one other that the Real Estate 

Tax Collector can accept your payment for taxes. 



POTTER TOWNSHIP GARBAGE PROVIDER 

J. Young Refuse Phone: 724-495-6199 

PICK UP DAY –  Friday    Please make sure your garbage is set out by 6:00 AM 
 

J. Young Refuse is closed for the following holidays:  (ONLY 3) 
Thanksgiving Day 

Christmas Day 
New Years Day 

Collection is the following day for customers whose collection day falls on or after these three holidays. 
—————————————————————————– 

POTTER TOWNSHIP RECYCLING NOW ACCEPTS GLASS 

Sunday, November 1, 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 3  

Potter Township Municipal Building 

7:00 am—8:00 pm 

ROAD DEPARTMENT 

A huge THANK YOU to Justin Cwynar for delivering the Driveway Markers for 

the Township residents and recenlty tar & chipping the Municipal parking lot! 

2020 PAVING PROGRAM 

Shields Asphalt Paving will begin milling, prepping and paving  

Township roads beginning October 5th for two weeks. 



Phone:  724-495-6220 

Fax:  724-495-3222 

Email:  linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

Potter Township Municipal Office 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

 

 

SUPERVISORS 

Rebecca Matsco         Earl ‘Butch’ Shamp         Al Cwynar 

Work Sessions — 1st Wednesday of each month — 6 PM                               

Regular Board Meetings — 2nd Wednesday of each month — 6 PM 

_________________________________________ 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Lauren Patton       Lenny Miller          Philip Floyd        

Mark Summerville        Tom Ruff 

(Alternates - George Barnes and Ed Kolis) 

          Regular Meetings — 3rd Thursday of each month  

7 PM (as needed) 

_________________________________________ 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building,                            

206 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061 

ALL TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND! 

POTTER TOWNSHIP 

TRICK OR TREAT 

Saturday, October 31  

5:00 pm — 7:00 pm 

Drivers:  Please drive slowly and  

watch out for the kids trick-or-treating! 

Trick or Treaters:  Fasten reflective tape to 


