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USDA Wildlife Services: 1-866-487-3297 

Pennsylvania Public Health Information Line: 1-877-PA-HEALTH 

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture – Region 4: 724-832-1073 

 
**The USDA APHIS WS National Rabies Management Program (NRMP) has been distributing 

oral rabies vaccines (ORV) in Pennsylvania and surrounding states for 18 years to prevent the 

further spread of raccoon variant rabies. The project being implemented will help protect human 

health and safety by reducing the amount of rabies exposures to humans and pets as more 

animals become vaccinated**  

 

How are the baits distributed? When will they be distributed?  

 In rural areas, baits are dropped from low-flying aircraft (typically planes or 

helicopters).* Baits are distributed in urban and suburban areas by hand. This is done to 

get the most effective bait distribution and to minimize human contact with baits.  

 The distribution will take place between August 18th and August 21st.  

*To ensure sufficient baiting within the area, the helicopters or planes may be moving within the 

same area multiple times in a slow manner in order to keep transects close together.  

What do the baits look like?  

 Two different types of baits will be dispersed: One in a plastic packet (similar to a 

ketchup packet) that is coated in fishmeal and one in a fishmeal block that holds the 

vaccine in the center. The fishmeal is used to attract the raccoons to consume the bait and 

introduce the antibodies of the rabies virus to build immunity. (See pictures below)  

What if I find a bait near my home?  

 Leave it alone. However, if the bait is intact and out where either pets or children can 

possibly have contact with it, wear a glove and move it to a deeper cover.  

 If the bait is damaged, it should be bagged and disposed in the trash.   

Are gloves required to handle the bait or will I be harmed if I handle the intact bait without 

gloves?  

 It is not harmful to touch an intact bait, but the fish oil and order on the bait may get on 

your fingers. Wear rubber or latex gloves or use a shovel to protect your hands if the bait 
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is broken open, damaged, or leaking. As a precaution, thoroughly wash your hands after 

any direct contact with the bait.  

Is the vaccine harmful?  

 The vaccine is not harmful to wild animals or pets. Try to avoid contact to increase the 

likelihood of consumption by raccoons. Although the exposure risk to humans is very 

slight, the following information is important:  

 Be aware of what the bait looks like  

o For raccoons, the formulation is the coated sachet, which consists of a 

small packet containing the vaccine, which is then coated in fishmeal and 

oil. The vaccine (dyed pink) is encased within the white plastic package 

(sachet) that resembles a fast-food style ketchup or mustard packet. A 

label printed in black on each bait reads: RABIES VACCINE / LIVE 

VACCINIA VECTOR / DO NOT DISTURB / 1-877-722-6725. 

 Encourage children to leave the baits alone  

 Keep dogs and cats inside or on leashes at least 5 days after your area has been 

baited  

 DO NOT ATTEMPT TO TAKE A BAIT AWAY FROM YOUR PET- YOU 

MAY BE BITTEN!!  

 Wash your hands and/or other exposed skin thoroughly with soap and water if 

you touch the bait or the liquid vaccine in the bait.  

 NOTE: The vaccine itself does not cause rabies!  

What happens if a person/my child eats or has contact with the vaccine? Can they get rabies?  

 The bait has a strong fish odor and is usually unappealing to children and prevents them 

from playing with or tasting them. If your child were to bring you an intact bait, you may 

place the bait into an area of thick cover; if your child brings you a broken bait, dispose 

of the bait in your regular trash, wash the exposed skin and call the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture's Wildlife Services office at (1-866-487-3297) and/or the Pennsylvania 

Public Health Information Line at (1-877-PA-HEALTH) for further instructions and 

referral. A person cannot get rabies from handling the bait, packets, or vaccine. Some 

people, especially if they are immunocompromised, may have a localized skin reaction 

from contact with the vaccine, though such reactions are rare. 

Can this vaccine be used to vaccinate my dog or cat against rabies? What if my pet eats a bait?  

 No, this vaccine is approved only for use in wildlife. A veterinarian, in accordance with 

state and local regulations, should vaccinate your pets. Regular pet vaccination is 

essential to protect your pets against rabies.  

 A few baits are not harmful, although eating a lot may cause vomiting or diarrhea. If your 

pet eats a bait, avoid your pet’s saliva for 24 hours, and wash any skin or wounds that 

may have been licked. 

Sources: USDA letter to Potter Township, https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/rabies/orv.html,  

 

https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/rabies/orv.html

